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President Nixon said last 
night, “I do not expect to be 
impeached.” 

The President said in speak- 
ing of the energy situation 
that, as a result of the co- 
operation of the American 
people, “while the crisis has 
passed, the. problem still re- 
mains and it is a very serious 
one.” 

At a nationally broadcast 
news conference, Mr. Nixon 
also said “there is a much bet- 
ter than even chance” that the 
United States can weather the 
energy crisis without gasoline 
rationing. 

Watergate and its offshoots, 
and energy — specifically the 
gasoline problem — were dom- 
inant topics at his first White 
House question-and-answer ses- 
sion since Oct. 26. On Nov. 17 
he held an hour-long question- 
and-answer session with mem- 
bers of The Associated , Press 
Managing Editors Association 
at the group’s convention at 
Disney World in Florida. 

By White House count, Mr. 
Nixon has held 37 sessions 
with the press since taking 
office more than five years 
ago. These include briefings 
for editors and other briefings 
in addition to nationally broad- 
cast news conferences. 

iThe President disclosed that) 
M atergate Special Prosecutor 
L:on Jaworski asked him to 
tf stify before a federal grand 
jijry, and said he declined to 
d> so on constituional 
g: ounds. 

Mr. Nixon said he offered j 
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Nixon: “A criminal offense ... is a requirement.” 





tj> meet Jaworski personally 
and answer questions, but the 
prosecutor did not wish to 
proceed in that way. 

'He dealt head-on with im- 
peachment when asked 
whether a full-scale impeach- 
ment trial in the Senate would 
not permit him to clear .the 
air and settle Watergate issues 
once and for all. 

“A full impeachment trial 
in the Senate comes only . . . 
when . the House determines 
that there is an impeachable 
offense,” Mr. Nixon said. 

He said he does not believe 
the House will reach that con- 
clusion. 

“I do not expect to be im- 
peached,” the President said. 
The House Judiciary Commit- 
tee now is conducting a pre- 
liminary impeachment inquiry. 

Mr. Nixon challenged one 
of the major conclusiohs of an 
initial study by the committee 
staff, saying that in the opin- 
ion of White House lawyers, 
“a criminal offense on the 
part of the President is a re- 
quirement for impeachment.” 

The staff study held that it 
is not necessary to prove crim- 
inal conduct in order to im- 
peach a' President. 

Mr. Nixon repeated his con- 
ditional offer to cooperate 
with the House impeachment 
inquiry. He noted that talks 
are under way between his 
lawyers and the Judieiarj 
Committee. 

As he did in his State o: 
the Union message, Mr. Nixoi 
said this cooperation woul< 
not extend to any action tha 
would undercut the preroga 
tives of the presidency. 

Mr.', Nixon added that hi 
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